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Theme: Fasting month in Indonesia

Ramadan started 2 weeks after | arrived in Japan
at the end of April. Ramadan is a name of 9th month
on Islamic calendar (lunar calendar) and the holy
month of fasting. In Gregorian calendar, Ramadan
2019 started on May 6th and ended on June 4th.
This is my first time spending fasting month in Japan
and | was worried whether | am able to fast or not,
because daylight hours in Japan are long and | have
to fast from 3:30 AM to 7:30 PM every day. But
thanks to refreshing spring weather, | made it!

At the end of Ramadan, Muslims celebrate ‘Idul
Fitri" (Festival of Breaking the Fast). In Indonesia,
Idul Fitri celebration is more joyous than New Years
because almost 90% of Indonesian populations
are Muslim. On the last night of Ramadan, people
celebrate it with lighting fireworks and walking
around the neighborhoods beating on drums. | used

F—R AV RRYTOHRA

WA 4 BOTEICEKBLT, 2. 88% [Ramadan (2
NAEV)] PsFVUE LI [ZYEYV] BARSLE (K
B2E) DEORADET. MIBRTBHATT, ABTSOES
FFH5B6B8~68B48TLI, COMBICBAETOL
BEILTHMBLEFTN. SERFONOTERATEZITDTH
BECTLIc, BARRAYRRYTPLY 2BBEHE<SVEIE
<T. FERISEHFEHIOFRIFEZITHRLBOLEVTR
WHABTYT, TERULLDEFHOOSN T TCERERZR<EHERTE
F L1

SYEVHROBE [Idul Fitri (AR=b - T4 RYU)J
EVDMBRT AR’ DY F LI, 1V FRIYPADDIE
ELSDA RS LBESDT, BEBLYEARFH)U - Ta bk
DEBEKICHEVE T, BIRICTEAZIT 5 EFICY, XF=0
ERHMEFFTHZBYSOVICUTEDT, ETEERPHT
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Lo 585 BOTOCROBIRICIEADMA T > THIAR
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to play firecrackers with my brothers on that night.
But one day, my mother scolded us because we
were playing ground spinner firecrackers inside the
house and accidentally burned a hole in my brother’
S uniform.

Idul Fitri in Indonesia is a long holiday just like
New Year s holiday in Japan, so many people
g0 back to their hometowns. On this day, after
performing Eid prayer in the morning, we usually
eat ‘Ketupat (boiled rice wrapped in diamond-
shaped palm leaves pouch) and ‘Opor’ (chicken
braised in coconut milk) that my mother cooks
the night before. After that, we visit relatives and
children start to ask for pocket money. If you
want to experience Islamic culture in Indonesia, |
recommend you to visit Indonesia during Ramadan
and Idul Fitri season.
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